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THE BOEING B-17 


The most effective method open to a World War IT 
USAAF inwurictor anxious to srs lazy group of students 
{ovo renewed effor. was foe him wo announce that only 
the tap ten per cent of the clase could expect anignment 
o'r Bel? unit; and the eagerness of scents 10 Become 
Fortress aircrew. wat equalled by the enthuniaum of 
seaioned Yeterane. “Any one-time Fortres ‘crew member 
Weil declare without hesitation that the ‘Boeing’ B-I? 
the greatest Bomber ever bull 
‘Many things invpied this conSdence in Boeing's bind 
[Not the lent was the abundance of photos showing some 
winch had limped howe safely with sts crew 
board, Stories were told and retold. about BI? that 
fame back on Uuee engines, wo engines, and ins few 
nets, oft single engine. Tall suraces were, shot 
n hige chunks. blasted out’ of the foselage, holes 
flown in the wing big enough 1 drop the ball ruret 
through, wing Ups rolled up, even engines tipped of the 
Wwing'=none of these disasters emed to prevent them 
trom fading their way to.a fiendly base 
“The Queen” was also a beautiful aeroplane, un 
oubedly the most graceful of the four-engine borsbers, 
find it bad a rugged character "0 match fs photogenic 
Tooke 


From a pilo’s viewpoint it was a dream plane to 
it handled ‘easily, held «tight formation without undue 
fea on the pilot, was ‘able and forgiving. Tt also 
Fespooded oa piles touch like a fighter, and these 
Gharscrestes enabled young crew members ‘who had 
Washed out in primary oe basic Bying school to ake over 
In'an emergency, guide the Fores: beck 10 tase and 
take «tafe landing when the pllt aod co-pilot were 
wounded” or dead This happened ons umber af 


FLYING FORTRESS 


In the beginning 


‘Boeing designed and built the Monomail, and from the 


Both of these designs were “int, and. were radially 
lferent from other designs of the’ times, Next in the 
rogrenion war the Model 247, which “pioneered the 
Biting tempore ‘and pave them’ lead thats wl Un 
‘eoken 

Prom these it was but 4 step, a giant step at that 10 
the B-17" Dubbed Project 299 by the company the Proto: 
‘ope had st beginnings on September Zt 1934 ‘when 
IEPs great gumble, $278,000.00 ses allocated forthe design 
snd Eunurocton’ of Model 299, 2 fourengine bomber, 
By he Board of Duceors 

Fight montis ater tat pilot Les Tower lifted the 299 
ofthe Bowing Field runway belore sunie on July 28th 
1935, for bet maiden, Might this frst ight was a hoge 
‘accent and delighted al coonected. wh. the. projets 
More testing work set the Stage for dhe next important 
rent i the history of the pew bomber. 

‘At 34S anon August 20th Towers again took off in 
sna '399, bat this time he cited the eld tnd pied er 
none Ease Nine hours later he brought ber down 60 the 
Fanway at Wright Field, after covering the two thousand: 
Ge mals 2 ee nea sped of 3 les per bout 

asthe Air Corps oficers saw the 299 they vere sed 
by fe ste, and onotically called i Boeing’ acral bate 
Chasers ister it wa oily desigaated at the XBAI 

Fighe tes were. ceen more impresive, aod inthe 
‘ober compeuton with the Martin B-12 aod the Dougls 
BEB, the XB? wan abcad in all capi. 

‘On Ocber Soh 1935, tragedy struck, The 299 ershed 


B17 and B-17A in that the bombarders indentation and 
‘none Blister were removed, and it was fited with Weight 
Fe120-51 engines 


faces from being damaged on the rood Improvements’ These’ were followed ‘by forty wo 
the wind Someone had neglected to rele Sipps nich ad the mare ss 
locks before ake-of, thus causing the crash The ‘plea, two addtional 30 calibre machine guts and sll 


was" cleared of any’ mechanical of design aire seg, fel “unk: "Tie B-mode was the lit of the 
rat rs. 
the Ar Corps had been walcienth ‘B-I7E made its frst flight on September Sih 1941 


‘ened 


‘ment Group for service texting. The Second wat bated at 


inthe sceptics and critic of the heavy bomber pro- 
{gramme also had to be reckoned with; similtaecusly ith 
the training programme, 


ped. The Group twelve Fort rarely 
fhe ad te tater mio ar nd ped 9 


ing, hours, "Thin fying was done in all 
‘and not a single 


itera way lost in an accident 


"machine gun 
‘nad been built by the time S/N 44-83841 rolled 
ies where Rone existed previouly. of the line at the end of production 


spanese attacked 
‘ps big news in the United States, thanks to the flrs Harbour and the Philippines way the B17 which bewan 
Of mete men. 

Due o what turned 


1 need to use the fourteenth airframe forthe satis tet, Seven” Distinguished Unie Cittons and 
td"nsend ie wat Ged wih turbosuperctargers tot Enagreslonal Medal of Honour among aher award 
igh, experimen pilots and aircraft became legends in tit 
FE es “Teige cluded Yorker Doodle Jr, Calpine 
finale example Typhoon MeGoon, Sisy-O— andthe 
‘thes in that was Sted wath Weigh ‘al Vlexander the Stoove, with the a= 
fd. General Blcene 


japanese worked her over of 
"Parts from other Forts ia 
lace a wing, 


Alexander, the Stooose. “An insignia ‘ol a, swoove was 
painted oo her sides and 11 Flies, was added, perhaps to 
Drevent some eager beaver from towing her to the scrap 

woot began to average 150 hours per 


pile. Now the 
ooh in the air, most of ‘diem ‘on. combat ‘misaioos. 


Finally, as « few ewer B-I7's arrived, the Swouse was 
‘eased ff combat —but she was not yet ready to Become 
hanger queen, 

Major-General George H. Brett selected her 
Penonal transport aicrat, and she continued to 
the houry and miles. Ordered to the Caribbean. 
Bre flew from Australia to Washington, D.C, fo 
‘Steoove and continued to use the plane on is many 
to his new area, At the war end abe 
escued from the serap heap by the Mayor of Los Ange 
who proposed to keep her as 2. war’ memorial: but 
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‘Although Jess well known, the Susy-Q had also 
piled an impresive record. Tt had. cireumoay 
4 35/000 mile trip, crossed the equator f 
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also. credited’ with “two ships destroyed. "Ma 
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her first eight missions. a 
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losing his life in the process 

"The 7th Bomb Group was the unit which was en route 
from California to the Philippines when it arrived “over 
Pearl Harbour in, uoarmed B-17"s, while’ the Japanese 
were actualy attacking. They managed wo land their alt= 
Graft in various spots, including a golf course and, 
Purvuit Field, bur all were shot up and damaged in the 
pprocest. Others in the Group managed to. get to thelt 
‘Gowination because ofa diflerence in time schedules for 
Separnires. They fought in the 

java, ad finally from Australia a6 the 

ese adrane, Wh Lo Ja te 
for their part in holding. up the Japan- 
‘ie invasion by Bombing ‘convoys, supplies and troop 
Soncentrations, 

The 431d Group, after a period of anti-submarine 
patrols along the New England coast, were ordered ovet~ 
Seas and. 1 the South Pacific via Capetown to 

th Air Force. Fying out of bases in’ Australia 
fa the Dutch Bast Tndien and 

ed skip born 
ing ia iy spare time, and the af 
‘roticency stood dhem in good stead when the Bate 
of the Bismarck Sex took place, as their part in the action 
‘won them a DUC, The 43rd produced not one CMH 
‘winner but two, apd both were won. on the same mission, 
Te foeph "Re Sarno, bombardier, and Capt. Jay 
Zeamer, Wt plot, won the nation's highest honour while 
‘9a, feconaissance mission. ‘Though under attack by 
Japanese fighters, and mortally wounded, ‘Sarnoki con 
{bed to ea hie une ad Delp Gato he aches 
before ecoming unconscious. Capt. Zeamer, also. badly 
‘wounded, sll managed wih the help of a crew member 
to bring their Bl7 back to base and make a succesful 


“The B-17 was eventually phased out by longer-ranging 
B24’ and finally by B-29%, While it was in action it 
‘compiled 2 record which was second 10 Dope 


North Pacific 


litle has been vitten about this area the 
“in the Aleutians and Alaska as successfully 


‘Tho CBI-Far East Arca 
On June $eh 1942 Flying Fortresse: based in. India 


‘The European Theatre of Operations 
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i B17 named (appropriately 

ih ile iter a B-17 named (appropriately enough) 
loming Jemy came hows torn 18 wih flames fe 
fog’ through ber from cone to tal, part of the let wing 
tia left inboard engine gone and over 2,000 bullet holes 
fin the skin. Werewol! limped. home from » raid on Best 


fon one engine on January 73nd 1942, Such deeds were 
fring the, Forwess a real reputation for ™ bringing “em 


of 
a 


which ‘almost coded the daylight attacks for good. ‘The 
Trgets were Schwesnfurt 3nd Repenburg, the centres of 
jection for ball bearings and. arcraft respectively 
may Fortress were shot down o¢ lost the mission, 
fipd many more were later” written of due 10" bale 
mage sustained on these rads. Addtional lowes that 
‘week brought the total up 10 over 100 lost. The 
tand another week of comparable losses 
ive After a period of relatively light 
i eany targets the Hb once 


fax warpet once again. ‘This ime 
‘teers totes aed fo etur, abd of those tat 

id, over 200 had sustained tattle damage, with many 

Sflering crew casualties at well The timely arrival ar the 

Tong-range St escort fighter helped to keep 
loses within tolerable limite subsequently, and permit: 
tel gotiucd deyliht operations to Beep tp the prenure 
the enemy. 

"The 100th Group low so many aircraft during its early 
days han it became known av "The Bloody. 10h 
Modals of Honour were wor by crew men of the 92nd, 
30Sed (oro), 308th (two, 3OHth and ‘the 3SIat_ (two) 
Needless to tay, the part played by the B-17 and it ate 
crews in the operations of the Bth was a mal 


lly had the 2nd the 68th the 
0d the 301st Bom Groups aaigned toi. The 3th 
Reconnatsance Group was abo aached 10 the 120 and 
Part of is equipment consited of B17, Eventually thene 
‘Groups were transferred tothe 15th Air Force ay the 13th 
shromad a facta Ole 

"The ft big B-17 raid took place on August 11th 1942 
when they Bombed two ‘Axi ships the hirbout at 
Bengazi. Oo August Sst they bit Tobruk and. Matruh 
Semll raids continued unt November Lath, when the 
iaval Base at Bizere was hit by 2 large force’ this attack 
tras followed by s full sale ald on the airield at ‘Tunis 
Jenuary 12h 1943 found the B-17% biting Castel Benito 
‘iebeld in Trip, and on the 24th they alf but wiped out 
Be tae at Aion, Thin ut 4 pal ne ofthe 
‘tion on this front, and was ciled (fom nets headlines 
ot ithe pec 

‘The th Reconnaissance Group, while not primarily « 
B17 unit, still lew a number of aportanttalsions. with 
‘pec ited orenes, These were mov hight photo 


SR : 


Simeras but aso the large number of Bares 


vray also. beter equipped to navigate 
Iighcrreconnsissnce aucraft 

elt Scand Bosra Grour was og ofthe ole 
Sick to World War I, It was ase tie vou Ba 4 
26 mentioned above. ‘Thi unk through: 
‘ur the entire war rom the very few day tothe very 
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ling. from England. bg flew shuttle missions from 
aly to Russia and back, Bombing targets gong. and 
coming. 

Foreign Service 

‘The B-17 was flown in combat eatly in the war by the 
RAP when tweive B-l7Cs, known by the RAF as the 
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areraft to be used for training purposes oaly- 
these were lost, ether in fying uceidemte 

tnd the remaining Forts were withdrawn, 
‘perations As more arrived. 

206 and 220 ‘Squadrons of RAF Coastal Comma, 
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‘operations alogg 
100 Group to jam enemy tadaty and for cher 


tm 184 oy ey 1942. Note tm 


fad as caro of passenger ships A few are al Bying 
farm of South America as cargo ties 
machines Others were sid 10 civian coer 
asics afer the war i surplus and converted oa my 


soother during the war A BITE was tmliied Uy Veg 
iortake the Alison Vei710-89 coping ar me 300-36, aad 
‘Bese engines rained the mani speed to 32) mph, 
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES 


Each publication illustrates one type of major sub-types | No. 12 Avro Lancaster 
‘of a Yarnous aircraft in the colour schemes and markings 

‘ofthe Air Forces ofthe Worl. Each issue willcontamneght | No, 12. Nekajima KLAS 
ages of colour side view illustrations. supporting black 

aa hie plan view drawings showna whee necesiry | Wo, 14 Republlc F/RF-S4F 
‘both upper and under surfaces. ane ‘and twenty somali rer 
five hal-tone photographs. each Issue wall iso contan i _ 

‘one full colour plate ilustating twenty examples of Unit | yo, 
Insignia of the World's Air Forces, palin 


1-17 Flying Fortress 
Ne 


Mitsubishi ABm-Zero-Sen, 
No, 1 North American P-610 Mustang 


No, 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 


No. 3 North American Mustang Mk I-IV 
North American P-518 and 0 Mustang 


No. 4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1-XVI, 
Marlin Engine 


No. 17. North American F-86A-H Sabre Vol. 1. 
No. 18 Nakajima Ki.27 


No. § North American 


-518/6 Mustang 
No. 6 Curtiss (P-40) Kiteyhawh Mik. HIV 
No. 7 Curtiss P-40 Warhawk 

No. 8 Supermarine Spitfire—Griffon Engine 
No. 9. Spad Scouts 

No. 10 Lockheed P-38 Lightning 

No, 11. Consolidated 8-24 Liberator 
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